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Dr. wolfram Iieumann 
Hot. Inst., Tech. Mehsch., 
Braunschweig, Qllrmnny 

Dear Dr. Heumann: 

I was pleased to rvtceive your letter of June l.4, in8ofar 88 it comerned 
your successful wisi t with 4&s Drs. $makov. I regret not having replied e-n 
sooner, but I was away at a scientific meting in Baltitm3re. 

I am sorry to learn of your possible diff iaulties with your fellowship 
appliCM%tiOn, and can only hope itwill be sventua~y successful. I,of cour8e, 
know nothing of how such things are handled in Qsrmany, but would make this 
cement from qy -pn experirrvla here. As a rule, it is wrong to conclude that 
delay or refusal- of a fellowship application needs to carry any imputation 
as to your own abiliti4s. The committees which etidy 8uuh application8 never 
have enough information on which to base a judgment, and in deuiding among 
candidates of approxihataly equal mr3.t (as it may 8c1im to them) they may 
rely on ant&rely trivial crriteria. For example, I have sat on aommitteea which 
votsd to refuse a grant on the gmtand that the appli<rarat aubmittad too m 
ideas, and they %~uld not trust him to concentrate his energias on the one 
which was most promising. Things may be done differently in mope, but the 
only aonstrucKve reaction here ia to press yuur application, and apply again 
if by chance you are refwed once. 

I & mt know whether it is a wise decision or not, but on your advice 
I have written again to the 0. F-0 . , as you requested. I have no hesitation 
in 80~ you a copy of my remk8, which, I hope will be u88d to good effeat 
by the exami&@ comnittee; I could not say kwre than this, and possibly my 
inability to offer a psrsonal tsst4mony would weaken its good effect. 

A8 to the possibility of alternative financial support here, I regret 
that our funds for asxt year are entirely cofmaitte&$ so that it would be irpr 
possible to offer you a position. If it is a$ all possible, I 8uggest that 
you renew your efforts to obtain this fellowship, and if not from the D. F-U. 
then perhap from other agencies (is them a Fulbright or a Smith-k&a&t pro- 
gram in osrmany?) 
Osrman 6Olh@lUi38 tk 

tcrnatively, you might make 801~3 uOtW3utiOn with your 
the field of miarobial ~netica- e.g., Walter Harm at 

At any rate, I hope your plans prosper, and that$ouwffl keeps, informed 
of developments. 

Yours erinaerely, 

Em&a 


